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new indie design stores a little
too quickly, but can you really
blame us? Obataimu by Noorie

rounds of enzyme washes to make
it super-soft “like the old T-shirt
you love™. O\hev fabrics developed

e
studio to open a retail outletin
downtown Mumbai this year.
Housed in amatchbox-sized space
nextto Kala Ghoda Café, it follows
Divya Thakur's Design Temple,
near the Taj Mahal Palace Hotel in
Colaba and advertising executive
Alok Nanda's Filterjust a few
metres away on VB Gandm Mavg

I, liquid
silk, vaporised viscose and a
cotton fabric that mimics the feel
of cotton linen. We spotted liquid
silk putto use in animpeccably
finished one-shoulder dress with
the sleeve designed to lookike a
peacock and imitation linen used
to create arange of skinny pants
and shorts formen in pop colours.
There's iPad cases

The new
acarnival fun house with doors
thatopen wide for you tomeet
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tailoring ke Cheap
Jack on Hill Road has been similar
to shopping for hairties in a ladies
compartment during rush hour.
The activity is mostly hastyand

g and often requires more

s(l(l:h and box stitch beautifully
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than one trip. But that s all setto
change with Usha International's

away by the Usha Janome Memory
Craft 11000, which allow users
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store, aptly branded as The Hab
(short for haberdashery), and

using a USB flash drive with robotic
precision. We were nothing short

of

adwarf. The spirit of whimsy is
further reflected in the label's

yourself, cust

and cuff links gade from old
typewriter keygvhand-carved
wooden spectacles, and clutches
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diverse product line ranging from
clothing formen and women and
bedlinen to furniture, jewellery
andahostof other collectibles.
Atpresent, this hipster-
chicheavenoffe

'some of the best
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with

like Glanz, Sarojand
Linking Road.
Almost like an adult version of
Hobby Ideas, The Hab is sure to
convert the most craft-loathing
individuals with its motto, “A
hipper side of sewing”. And hip it
is, with a neon-coloured sewing

yli
andthen went over the whole
designwitha thick black outline.
Aspiral staircase from the
ground floor takesyoutoalibrary

heart shaped cut-outs at the
back, T-shirts with cheeky lines
like “Don’tcall me I'll call you™
and “I will keep you wild”, and
“Desperate” that

tand
craftbooks er Layered, Tattered
and Snlched a book on fabric art

machinei
display by Manish Arora, four
plush demo stations: the basic
stitching pod, the embroidery
pod, the footer pod and the craft
pod, all equipped with the latest
Usha Janome automaticand
computerised sewing machines,
anda permanentteam of fashion

tist Ruth Rae,
One Yard Wanders hy Rebecca

come packed in a cloth bag with

lacquer. The price for cool, as
expected, is quite steep, starting
at¥1,500 fora T-shirtand going up
t0¥25,300 for avintage Polaroid
camera. Prerna Makhija

13, Ropewalk Lane, next to Kala
Ghoda Café, Kala Ghoda (www.
obataimu.com). Email orders@
obataimu.com for more details.
Daily 11am-10pm. Clothing%2,000-
15,000, gifts and collectibles
%1,500-7,000.
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Designer Shehia khan's fiagship

safe to browse through the ready-
towearline (from 28,000), we
you steer clear of the

Yaker

two oﬂhe biggest Summer 2012
Ll d pastels. The

usingjustone yard offabricand
D: uilting by Boo
Davis. Apart from free in-store
demos through the day, The Hab

store’s gramomus champagne-
coloured interiors, with ornate

couture racks. It's goingto be hard

toresistthe organza mini with

appliqué flowers in blush-pink and

babyblue and the Audrey Hepburn-
tyle sheath dress in French

will also host regular
and advanced courses on sewing,

ceiling borders,
andacrystal chandeller aYe ﬁt

Chantillylace (from¥52,000).

v the
patterns of your DIY dreams.

The walls glimmer like candy
store displays with neatly
organised racks of tailoringtools,
DIY kits, lace, ribbon, stones,
beads, buttons, sequins, zippers

y, other

foraprincess?

andcraft
community of like-minded sewing,
enthusiasts. The space has
already become home to many
students from fashion schools in
andaround Bandra and firsttime

ign! forunusual

andthreads in every shape, size

and colour 16).
Some Habexcluslves include

you plan yourvisit by callingin

dress forms and even tomatoes,
buttons and beads in neon

advance

Prerna Makhija

444, Corporate Lounge, opposite
Darbar, Linking

huess and zigzag, p!

textured sequins.
Newbies can getlost browsing

through the ceilingto floor stitch

Road, Khar (W) (6127-4444). Daily
10am-9.30pm. DIY kits fromX750.
Workshops ¥150-500.
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short party dresses, intricately

the Indian wear (from ¥14,000) in
asoft palette with shadow work,
i i work, an

kurta sets in marshmallow hues.

antidote for wedding functions

It's easy m explain Khan s where garish embroidery and deep
obsession with | family reds, domi
owns Saks India, a |eau|ng We fell inlove with a mint green
suppherof i set
to i and hand-

Elie Saab The London College of
Fashion and Instituto Marangoni
graduate currently retails a mix of
her prét-a-porter, primo and atelier
lines, which combine modern

pa
silver motifs. Now all we need is an
invitation to a royal wedding so we
can go back to splurge like royalty.
Prerna Makhija

Suleman Chamber, Ground Floor,

traditional Indian
embroideryand lace. While t's

Battery , C
6600). Daily 11am-8pm.




